
MEMORANDUM TO FILE

From: Jim Thomas, Trail Boss

Date: June 12th, 2026

This memorandum documents board votes conducted by email on June 12th.  Responses were obtained 
from 16 of the 17 board members other than myself (who votes yes on all items) and all were yes votes 
on all items.  All motions passed.

Hello new and returning Westerner's board members.  We have three items that require a vote before 
we start the next season and I'm sure most of you would rather not meet in person right now to 
accomplish it.  

1. We have three members who qualify for Honorary Membership status.  
   a. Dave Minott has been a member for 10 years and has served 6 years in qualifying positions 
(Chuckwagon Boss x2, Mustang Boss, Wagon Boss, Trail Boss, Past Trail Boss)
   b. Ray LaPorte has been a member for 10 years and has severed 6 years in qualifying positions 
(Drover Boss x2, Wagon Boss, Trail Boss, Past Trail Boss x2)
   c. Jim Sweeny has been a member for 10 years and has served 4 years in qualifying positions 
(Mustang Boss x2, Point-Rider x2)

2. I nominate the following slate of appointed officers for your approval:

3. I think it is time we remove the following paragraph from the waiver that all members and hikers 
must attest to that was added during COVID:

The Sedona Westerners strongly recommend that members be COVID-vaccinated for all 
hiking and meetings for this season. By joining, members agree that they have read and will 
abide by the current CDC guidelines.



Not only are there various opinions on the vaccines, but we are not providing a link to the "current 
CDC guidelines" and there is no concise answer to what they are or what we are implying at this point 
by expecting members to abide by them.  I think at this point people are doing what they are doing.  
Furthermore, the very next paragraph in the waiver is about abiding the hiking rules and the very first 
rule is "do not hike if you are sick", which I think accomplishes our goal since it applies to the flu, 
COVID, and other illnesses.

Please reply to this email (to me, no need for reply all) with the following yes/no votes:
1a. Dave Minott
   Yes or No

1b. Ray LaPorte
   Yes or No

1c. Jim Sweeny
   Yes or No

2. Appointed Officer Slate
   Yes or No

3. Remove COVID paragraph
   Yes or No

Thank You
Jim Thomas, Trail Boss


