SEDONA WESTERNERS MONTHLY MEETING
January 8, 2026
Sedona Public Library
3250 White Bear Lane, Sedona, AZ

CALLTO ORDER at 6:00 pm

WELCOME

Kelley Malek Introduced herself; welcomed attendees; and called the meeting to order. She
outlined the Agenda: the first half of the meeting would be devoted to business matters;
followed by refreshments; with the second half consisting of a presentation by Nate Meyers
from the Sedona Historical Society.

She invited new members to identify themselves by raising their hands. Kelley encouraged
other members to welcome the newcomers during the break.

Voting Matters
The first order of business was Voting Matters:
e Approval of the Minutes of the November, 2025, Monthly Roundup Meeting
o Kelley called for a motion to approve the minutes.
o Moved by Mark Bealafeld
o Seconded by Deb Barnes
o The motion carried

e Approval of the Foreman’s Financial Report of December, 2025
o Kelley called for a motion to approve the October financial report.
o Moved by Dave Minot
o Seconded by Marilyn Bealafeld
o The motion carried

Officer Reports
The next order of business was Officer Reports:

Foreman’s Report — Gary Morgan
e The financial position of SW is good, with ample cash. Receivables and payables have
all been properly accounted for. SW is on budget.

Prospector (Membership) — Sandi Heysinger

e 2025
o Total members: 373
o New members: 92
o Honorary members: 32

e We are tracking closely with the prior year (2024) membership totals

e We have also started tracking residential status. We are using this new data to better

understand our membership.




o Full-time residents: 261
o Part-time Residents: 78
o Visitors: 34

While SW membership numbers are largely consistent with last year in all three
categories: total, new, and honorary; they are significantly above two years ago.

Round Up Boss — Annette Such

e Annette thanked everyone for their submissions to date.

e 24 articles have been completed, which take us through February 20.

e Authors since the last SW meeting include Clara Mak, Cindy Mascone, Terri Petrescu,
Sara Stiffler, and John Such (in collaboration with Chris Turner).

e All the hike groups have contributed articles, with the Rustlers and Amblers leading the
list with 5 articles apiece.

e Annette needs 11 articles to finish out the remainder of the year

e She again thanked everyone for their submissions and encouraged submissions by other
members. She stressed the importance of “new voices”. She welcomed articles by the
established “writers” in our membership as well as encouraged the contributions of less
confident authors. In the case of the latter she will work together with new writers to
produce a “collaborative” effort. She cited recent articles by Jackie and Clay as
examples.

Historian — Lora Ellis

e Lora said that to date she was more or less on target with picture submissions.

e She asked that each group try to have two or more hikers taking pictures —including
if/when groups are split into two. It increases the volume and variety of photos.

e Don'’t take pictures into the sun; don’t take pictures only at the trailhead; try to include
people with their faces visible/identifiable; and, if possible, be creative and try to come
up with an unusual angle/shot.

e She encourages more people to be involved — both participating in and taking photos.

e She will be reaching out to all the officers for new head shots.

Chuckwagon Report — Lynne Cookingham for Lynn Moffat
e Lynne Cookingham introduced herself as the “assistant” chuckwagon boss
e She thanked everyone for attending the holiday party and hoped attendees enjoyed it -
the venue, the food, and the music. She and Lynn would appreciate feedback to help in
planning for next year.
e She asked for people to sign up to bring treats for the next meeting.

Ranger/Forest Service Liaison — Mark Bealafeld
Mark thanked all the members who sent in pictures of graffiti. He reminded members that If
you find graffiti, take a photo and send the photo along with the location (coordinates if




possible) to Mark, and he will forward the information to the Rangers. They will assess the
method of mediation.

Sunbeam Report — Dan Celeste for Lisa Celeste

On behalf of Lisa (who was ill) Dan asked that you let her know if anyone is ill or injured or
needs cheering up, and she will send an appropriate card.

Cliff Walker Report — Robin Low

A small pilot program started last summer between SW and the US Forest Service - with
Dana Brown, who is the archaeological director for the Coconino National Forest

Robin wanted to thank everyone who expressed interest at the time and signed up to
attend two training sessions which were then cancelled.

Subsequently there have been changes in the US Forest Service and, as of December,
the program has been renamed and is now called the Heritage Watch Program.

The purpose of the program will be to monitor changes to designated rock art and cliff
dwelling sites.

The program is now officially run by Friends of the Forest (FOF) and the two key people
leading the effort are Scott Newth (FOF)and Dana (USFS).

FOF already has a well-developed app for reporting graffiti and this will be customized
to accommodate this new program, so that participants will be able to post pictures and
provide documentation via the app.

Only FOF members can participate in the program — which includes many SW, as there is
over-lapping membership. Participants will also be covered by FOF liability insurance.
They are hoping to launch the program this spring. Participation will require about 1.5
hours of classroom training; site assignment; as well as on-site orientation/training with
Scott. Two sites that are being considered are Subway and Ice Cream Cone.

The program is looking for 5-7 SW volunteers (which will be matched with an equal
number of FOF participants).

Several people have already expressed interest and Robin will keep them apprised of
any developments. If other SW are interested you can contact Robin via the SW website
and she will include you in program updates.

Robin asked for questions. Someone asked how often sites will be inspected and Robin
responded about 3-4 times a year, from September — May. Lou Sideris wondered how
the existing Arizona Site Steward program and the Heritage program will be
coordinated. Robin acknowledged the potential for over-lap but emphasized the
Heritage program will initially cover a limited number of sites and will concentrate on
improving reporting and follow-up.

Kelley added that the reason SW initially became involved in this effort is that Dana
Brown complained that he was not getting sufficient information from the state
program. He wanted to have more robust documentation. Kelley thinks that if a site is
already covered by a Steward, the Steward would continue in that role, and probably
would be asked to review and use the app.



Hike Boss Reports
Drifters: Donna Forsythe and Cindy Mascone
e A highpoint was that the Drifters were the first SW group to hike Del Sol. The occasion
was celebrated at trailhead.

Amblers: Jon Petrescu and Deb Barnes
e Deb substituted for Jon.

Rustlers: Lisa Critchlow and Annette Such
e Lisa gave special acknowledgement to Assistant Hike Boss, Annette, who stepped up
when Lisa was side-lined by a wrist injury in early November.
e She also thanked all the hikers who pitched in to lead and co-lead while she was
unable to hike.

Drovers: Jackie Pinho and Glenda Zarbock
e The next hike is Mayan Maiden in the Turkey Creek area (if the weather allows). Jackie
encouraged all the Sedona “Westsiders” to head over to VOC and try another side of
town.
e Kelley reiterated the importance of weather and urged hikers to always check the SW
website the morning of a hike in the event of a cancellation.

Dogies: Dan Celeste and Kim Nguyen
e Dan showed a slide of the Dogie hike to Mushroom Base and invited the audience to
find Velma in the picture.

Mustangs: Lou Sideris and Dan Ghidoni
e The number of hikes since the last meeting was significantly impacted by weather
cancellations, holidays and the holiday party.
e Lourecommended the upcoming Horse Mesa hike.

Cactus Dodger/Rough Riders: Clay Dunsmore and Paul Franson
e Clay gave credit to one of the hike leaders, Mark Frank, who took the cover photograph
for the December 2025 issue of Arizona Highways.

Trackers: John Regalski and Martha Blaney
e Martha substituted for John
e The Hiking 101 class led by Charlie Schudson had to be cancelled about half-way
through because of rain, but he has agreed to re-schedule the remaining half on another
day.
e Future Tracker events are: 2/4 Verde Valley Archaeology; 2/20 Map, Compass and GPS



e Martha stressed that people have to sign up for these events when they receive the e-
mail announcements. They often fill up rapidly.
The Hike Bosses thanked their assistant hike bosses and those who led, co-led and tailgated on
the November/December hikes; as well as shared news of upcoming hikes.

New Business

e Kelley asked if there was any additional business.

e Linda Schermer asked if the Drifters would consider switching the day of their hike to
Tuesdays. Currently Drifters hike on Wednesdays, which conflicts with Tracker events.
Additionally some of the Drifter would also like to participate in Ambler hikes, which are
on the following day, Thursday. By moving Drifters hikes to Tuesday, it would provide a
“rest day” in between.

e Kelley held up a Friends of the Verde River water bottle that someone left at the last
meeting and asked if anyone claimed it.

e There being no other business, Kelley announced the start of our 15-minute
refreshment break, followed by our main speaker.

Break for Refreshment
6:30 pm

Presentation

Jim Thomas introduced Nate Meyers, the Executive Director of the Sedona Heritage Museum/
Historical Society (SHS), who planned to talk about Sedona’s history. Nate began by asking how
many people had been to the museum. A majority had. Before turning to the history of the
town, he wanted to begin his presentation by talking a bit about the museum and its activities.
He explained that the Sedona Heritage Museum and the Sedona Historical Society are
substantially the same thing. The main difference is that the Sedona Historical Society is the
parent organization and holds the 501C3 not-for-profit tax ID. The museum represents the
physical property. In 2024 it was named one of USA Today’s 10 best small museums in the
country. Its mission is to preserve and share the history of Sedona and Red Rock Country.
Sedona, VOC, Oak Creek Canyon, Page Springs, and Elmersville, are all included in this area. In
addition to the museum, other locations owned by SHS are the Schuerman Homestead and two
cemeteries: Schuerman Red Rock Cemetery on the Upper Loop Road and Cook’s Cedar Glade
Cemetery just off the Airport Road (TC, Sedona, and Pearl Schnebly are buried at the latter).

He showed a map identifying the earliest known settlements of the area:
Clovis people - 11,500 BCE

Sinagua people

Yavapai people

Apache people

Spanish Exploration

Colonization

White Settlers



The main reason for settlement in this area is water: (life sustaining; drives settlement
patterns). There are identifed indigenous pueblos up and down the Verde River, Oak Creek,
and other waterways as settlements were located to stay close to water. During the
Homestead period, settlers also chose these same areas, staying close to waterways. It’s not
until much later that homesteads moved into the west Sedona area and VOC, farther away
from water. These were ranchers and dry farmers who were more reliant on rainfall.

Indian Removal — Indian removal is a fact of the history of this area. It’s systemic and goes back
throughout our history. It extends back to 1787 (the Northwest Ordinance) in American
history and further back to Columbus and the arrival of the Spanish. It carries forward through
Andrew Jackson and the Indian Removal Act of 1832 and the “trail of tears”. By opening up
land to white settlers, even the Homestead Act of 1862 was displacing the native Indian
populations. It was through the Homestead Act that settlers in this area claimed title to their
lands. The government allowed a homesteader to claim up to 160 acres of land and improve it
within 5 years. A government agent would inspect the property and if the homesteader met
the criteria, a patent was issued. The patent was essentially a deed.

In the 1860s there was a growing interest in metals - especially copper and gold. Gold was
found in Prescott. While not a major discovery, it became a “mini gold rush”. There was a
stream of people coming to the area — miners, speculators, traders, ranchers, etc. which put
pressure on the local indigenous population (Yavapais, Apaches, etc.). In an effort to

relieve tension between Indians and settlers, the US Army built Fort Lincoln (now called Fort
Verde). Rather than relieve tensions, the Army presence fueled conflict all over the Verde
Valley. Nate has spent time trying to document violent encounters in Sedona and Red Rock
Country. He has uncovered three to date, including an incident on December 26, 1872 named
the Battle at Red Rock. Ammunition from the battle site is in the collection at the museum.
Nate read several articles from that period describing various Indian encounters/conflicts.
Tensions in the area continued to mount. Ultimately President Ulysses Grant ordered General
Crook to remove the Yavapai and Apache from the Verde Valley. In 1875 Crook and his forces
rounded up all the Yavapai and Apache in the area and marched them on foot about 200 miles
to San Carlos Indian Reservation. It was a fatal trek for about 10% of the Indians.

Several of the Indians escaped removal and settled in Oak Creek Canyon. It was a secure
location, with plenty of shelter, access to water and arable land. By August of 1876 General
Crook, aware of Indians inhabiting Oak Creek Canyon, sent Captain Porter and a contingent of
men to scout Oak Creek Canyon, find and remove the Indians. Over the next two months there
were several skirmishes with the Indians leading to their eventual removal.

In 1976 the son of JJ Thompson (an original settler of Sedona) wrote about his family’s early
history in the area, and recalled many of his father’s stories, Including how he came to settle in
Oak Creek. JJ Thompson, in arriving at Camp Verde, heard about the recent Indian battle at
Oak Creek and the subsequent removal of the Indians from the Red Rock area. He headed up



Oak Creek and found a level area with gardens planted in corn, beans, and squash - an
abandoned Indian settlement. He decided to settle there and post his claim - in the site today
known as Indian Gardens.

TC and Sedona Schnebly arrived in the area around 25 years later. TC became the first
postmaster. He was tasked with giving the place a name. He submitted the names Schnebly Hill
Station and Oak Creek Station to the US Postal Station, but was told they were too long. The
name had to fit on the cancellation stamp. His brother suggested Sedona, which was adopted —
in 1902.

The Schneblys were entrepreneurial. They bought a homestead (in the area of where Los
Abrogados is today). They also built a boarding house - the first boarding house in the area.

At the time Sedona had no roads. The nearest roads were the Old Wagon Road (by Dry Beaver
Creek) and Lime Kiln Road. Its primary clientele were tourists, as the location was remote, with
limited access, and with no other lodging in the area.

Sedona Schnebly was a very strong, independent woman. When she announced to her family
her intention to marry TC Schnebly, they disowned her. She got heavily involved in the
women’s Christian temperance movement and the Prohibition movement. This eventually led
to her active involvement in the Suffrage movement.

Sedona’s agricultural roots initially arose out of ready access to water. But also there was its
proximity to a large number of laborers to feed: millworkers and lumberjacks in Flagstaff;
miners in Jerome — tens of thousands of people who needed food. Sedona was centrally
located between them, and with its water and fertile land, became a major agricultural center
in the early part of the 20%" century.

The Jordans operated two large orchards in Sedona. Walter and Ruth Jordan ran a 60-acre
orchard where the Sedona Heritage Museum is today. His brother, George, and wife Helen had
a 120-acre orchard that went from Oak Creek up to the current Wayside Chapel location
(today’s Art Barn was the original packing shed). The Jordan businesses were very successful.

The Jordans were third generation orchardists in Clarkdale. In the 1920’s the United Verde
Copper Mining Company began processing its ore locally. They built a smelter in Clarkdale.
Soon after the smelter came on line, all the apple trees died. The Jordans along with some of
their neighbors filed a law suit against United Verde. They won. United Verde appealed and
the case eventually went all the way to the Supreme Court — which ultimately ruled for the
farmers. The Jordans used the money they obtained from the settlement - $81,000 - to move
and buy the land for the Sedona orchards. The case represents one of first environmental law
suits.

Sedona is the birthplace of the Arizona wine industry. In the 1880s Heinrich Schuerman, a
German immigrant who was a baker in Prescott, obtained land in Red Rock. He started farming



the land and initially tried a variety of crops, including grapes. (He saw grapes growing wild on
the banks of Oak Creek and also was from a wine producing region in Germany). The grape
vines were successful. He constructed a winery which became the first commercial winery in
Arizona. He operated the winery for the next 30 years. Arizona went dryin 1915 -5 years
before Prohibition. Heinrich kept making and selling wine and in 1917 is arrested in Prescott
for selling two 50 gallon barrels of wine. He was imprisoned. During this time World War |
started and his two sons enlisted. Heinrich petitioned the governor and he was pardoned so
that he could tend his farm — promising not to raise grapes. He stuck to his word and stopped
growing grapes, which for a while represented the end of the wine industry in Arizona.

Nate wound up his presentation with a variety of interesting facts about Sedona. About 125
Westerns have been shot in Sedona - beginning with “Call of the Canyon” in 1923, a silent
picture, and continuing to the present day (the parking lot of the museum was filmed last
month as a stand-in for a trailhead shot. Because of the recent government shut-down, the
film’s producers had been unable to obtain a permit to film at an actual trailhead).

A current exhibition at the museum is “Hiking Sedona’s History”. It includes the history of
about two dozen the trail names (Devil’s Bridge, Cathedral Rock, Vulte Arch, etc.) It will be on
display through April.

The next exhibition is “The Road is Life: Route 66 and Sedona”. The title is taken from Jack
Kerouac’s book “Life on the Road”. The exhibits is in honor of the 100t anniversary of Route 66

and the 250%™ anniversary of the United States (America 250).

Dave Vanderwater pointed out that the trail map featured in the “Hiking Sedona’s History” slide
was a SW map as well as the SW signs (wood and metal).

That concluded Nate’s presentation.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted by Jane Dasher, Wrangler



